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this ono appears the most probable as it is the nearest approach to the
interprofcations of the earliest writers, Bana and 4Abu-l Hasan, at the
close of the Gupta age. This region must have been near the town of
Kartikeyapiiia which is mentioned in the Pandukesvara plates of
Lalitasuradeva, dated A. IX 853.1

This identification has been disputed by Mr V. V. Mirashi on the
following grounds. According to him Kartikeya, to whom the verse
datva ruddhayatili is addressed, was Mahipala I of the Gurjara Pratihara
dynasty of Kananj, because the Kalvjuraho inscription of Yasovarman
states that; Mahipala secured the image of Yaikuntha from a Sahi
king of Kabul and the Punjab on the strength of his army and
elephants and because one of these wars was against the king of
Kuluta.2 Mr Mirashi states that Alipura, 'which Bana refers to as
the scene of action, may be identified with Nalinapura also called
Padmapura, which is situated somewhere in or near the ancient city
of Kuliita,s Tins Kuluta has been identified with the Tuen-Kuang
mentioned by Yuan Cliwang as lying " a little to the west" of the
modern JalfilabacL Therefore the incident of the surrender of Dhruva-
svamini must have occurred near the Julhinder Doab or near Jalalabad.4
It may be noticed here that Mr Jaya-swal also made a similar
suggestion. But before accepting the identification of the locality
it may be remembered that there is not much evidence to prove that
Mahipala was a great conqueror and in fact he has been considered
incapable of any conquest5

Nevertheless a certain vagueness prevails about the identity of
this celebrated fortress-city. The Mujnutlu-T-Tawcmkh only refers to
a fortress on a mountain-top, Bana calls it Alipura without giving us
any clue regarding its geographical position, and Kajasekhara places
it somewhere in the Himalayan region. Considering all these points
of evidence in all probability this place must have been in the region
between the Jhelum and the Ravi near the Kangra valley. It
may be recalled that in Samudra Gupta's Allaliabad prasasti Nepala
and Kartripura viz. the Kangra valley are referred to as the border
States which paid him tribute, This must have been the scene of
the destruction of the Saka who dared to attack Rama Gupta but
was only slaughtered by Candra Gupta IL
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